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SOCIAL-ECONOMIC POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 


For all practical purposes, Wheeling can be considered a new community in Metro- 
politan Chicago. Census figures indicate that the Village has experienced over 

a 1000 per cent increase in population since 1950. This means that less than 

10 per cent of the people now living in Wheeling lived there twelve years ago. 
Even though Wheeling's dynamic growth has far-outstripped the growth of the total 
metropolitan area, the Village depends almost solely upon the growth of the met- 


ropolitan area for existence. 


Wheeling is ipeabed on the fringe of the densely built-up suburban development 
surrounding the Central City of Chicago. Some 26 miles from Chicago's "loop", 
Wheeling is midway between the North Shore communities lying along and serviced 
by the North Western and Milwaukee Railroads and the string of suburbs served by 
the Western Division of the North Western Railroad (see Figure 3-1). Wheeling 
is the approximate center of this pocket of unincorporated, scatteringly devel- 


oped area. 


Since 1950, several new communities (Riverwoods, Buffalo Grove and Long Grove) 


have been incorporated to the north of Wheeling. 


The interdependence of the Village of Wheeling with the metropolitan area will 

be illustrated throughout the various sections of the report; in population 

growth alone, the effects of mass migration from the central city to the suburbs 
are very apparent. Whereas major growth in surrounding areas occurred in the 

early or middle 1950's and along mass transportation routes or freeways, Wheeling's 
growth started later, reaching record annual growth in 1956-57 and again at the 


present time (1960-1962). 


The Village's dramatic growth is illustrated in Table 3-2, utilizing U. S. Census 


data for the years indicated: 
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TABLE 3-2 


POPULATION GROWTH - WHEELING, ILL. 


Population Increase Annual Average 
Annual Average 


Census Population Between Censuses 1950=1960 1950-1962 
1962 95627 
1960 7,169 eee 
1958 Cero e08 
745 
1957 wee reer 625 709 
1956 2,426 ‘ 
1950 916 pee 
1940 550 2 
1930 467 i 


Frequent references and comparisons are made between communities in an area 
(especially in the Metropolitan Chicago area). Because of the interplay of 

p metropolitan-wide social, economic and housing forces, the various communities 
within the metropolitan area may vary extensively in characteristics. Similarly, 
communities achieve recognition, acquire reputations and assume an image as a 
certain kind of community. In an attempt to relate future planning for Wheeling 
to its existing characteristics, as a basis for the formulation of planning goals 
by the Village Board and Plan Commission, and to establish a potential basis for 


comparison, 212 communities were reviewed for similar characteristics. 


All of the 212 Illinois communities reviewed had 1960 populations between 2,500 


and 10,000. Communities were compared on the basis of the following factors: 


(1) They were located within the Metropolitan Chicago area. 


(2) Their populations ranged between 7,000 and 8,500. 
POP 
(Wheeling's is 7,169). 


(3) The population's median school years completed were 
between 11.5 and 12.7. (Wheeling's is 12.2). 


(4) Between 30 and 41 per cent of the employed persons 
were employed in Manufacturing. (In Wheeling, 34.7 per cent). 


(5) The median income level per household was between $7,000 
r) and $7,500 annually. (In Wheeling, it was $7,390.00). 
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Table 3-3 is a list of communities that met the criteria established. In every 
instance, at least four factors compared favorably. Hometown, Illinois compared 
in every factor, even to an additional comparative evaluation of Per Cent of 


Households with incomes over $10,000 and under $3,000 annually. 


The other communities listed were in the Metropolitan area and compared in at 


least two factors: 


TABLE 3-3 

POTENTIAL COMPARISON COMMUNITIES -WHEELING. ILL. 
Per cent 
Median Persons 


School Years Employed 


Community Population Completed in Mfg. Median Income 


Hometown 13479 12.02 B6a.2 $7 ,267 
Cary 2.43930 12.1 32:0 7 54/6 
Chicago Ridge 5,748 Lie 36:33 1,939 
Gages Lake B e395 1056 38.0 7,477 
Geneva 7,646 se aye Boat 8,247 
Hillside 7,794 de heok SW ae 8,447 
Hoffman Estates 8,296 bee | DoLG O5274 
Libertyville 8,560 eee Sa 8,306 
Thornton 2009 Li. 3843 Tyh75d 
Warrenville BA LS4 LA B25) 7,084 
Worth &, 196 dele) 3368 VEN s polo: 
Woodstock earpole Wi ayy 38.01 yp keey 
Wheeling 7,169 L242 34.7 7,290 
Two or More Comparison Factors 

Addison Grayslake Roselle 
Alsip Hazel Crest Tinley Park 
Batavia Lake Zurich Wauconda 
Bensenville Lisle West Chicago 
Bridgeview McHenry West Dundee 
Crete North Riverside Westmont 
Elk Grove Orland Park 

Geneva Riverside 


Notably missing from this list are the communities surrounding Wheeling that 
have a competitive effect upon the eventual development of the remaining unin- 
corporated area. The principal factor eliminating these communities was population; 


theirs were either less than 2,500 or over 10,000. 
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The competitive or surrounding communities were compared on the basis of (1) 
median household income, (2) per cent of families with income under $3,000 and 
over $10,000 annually, (3) per cent of population in manufacturing, (4) popula- 
tion per household, and (5) per cent of population growth in the community 
between 1950 and 1960. 


TABLE 3-4 
SURROUNDING & COMPETITIVE COMMUNITIES TO WHEELING 


Income of Families Pop. Per=cent 
1960 % under % over Per cent per. Growth 
Pop. Median $3,000 $10,000 in Mfg. Household 1950-1960 
(000) 

27a8— «Arlington/Hts. $9,789 coy! 47.8 3 pees 3.9 218.0 
1.5 Buffalo Grove NA 4.4 x 
1 Deerfield LO,463 Sue: adi 30.2 OO 25825 
34.8 Des Plaines 8,610 Sai 34.2 whe, 3.6 biG Vag | 
-¥ Long Grove NA wx 
16,9 M6, Prospect 105393 2 52.0 Shek Bao Dake © 
11.6 Northbrook Lee Zee Dire 290 ees 247 25 
af Riverwoods NA we 
7.2 Wheeling deooU oie) 151 6 34.7 4,12 682.6 


NA - Information not available; population under 2,500. 
** - Non-existent in 1950. 


These comparisons of specific factors illustrate the similarities and differences 
between the communities influencing the development of the unincorporated area 
Surrounding Wheeling. At the same time, a frame of reference is established of 


communities having similar characteristics to Wheeling. 


Also substantiated is the need for Wheeling, through representative citizens 
serving on the various Village Boards and Commissions, to use the basic informa- 
tion obtained in the process of planning, applying it to the development of its 
basic goals. The comparisons do provide yardsticks for measuring Wheeling against 
desirable goals and the possibility of attaining goals as reflected in other 


communities. 
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Wheeling's Growth 


In Table 3-5, Wheeling's growth is compared with the State, metropolitan area, 
county, township and various comparative communities. The ten-year growth 
trend, population per household, per cent of population under 18 years of age, 
and percent of males in the population 18 years and older are shown. 

TABLE 3-5 


TEN-YEAR POPULATION TREND AND 
SELECTED FACTORS , WHEELING COMPARISON 


aS 


Population % Pop. % Males Pop. 
Trend Te under 18: and Per 
1950 1960 Change 18 over Hshld. 
State of Illinois S727 Om ek0 JOCLSISS Tan 7, 64 <1 48.3 3218 
State Urbanized Areas- 

Urban Fringe - 2) 4400 92e/ iy ate 48.5 3.48 
Chicago-NW Indiana 5,495,364 6,794,461 HAVER) 84.53 48.4 8423 
Chicago Met. Area* 4,920,816 63,220,913 204 33.8 48.3 3.20 
Cook County 4,508,792 Se oer ao ike ave! 33.0 48.0 eres) 
City of Chicago 3,620 ,962 3,550 7404 -1.9 agian 47.9 owaome 
WHEELING Township 215638 5O59 10) (1090.5 - ~ 359): 
Village of WHEELING 916 Tere Ne mot PAM 49.0 49.6 GA Ii) 
Comparison Communities: 

Hometown we 14279 xe 46.8 LE] aS 3.92 
Cary 943 2,550 we LOS 5 39.8 49.9 cry 
Chicago Ridge 888 D748 oa] 53 47.8 49.5 4.28 
Gages Lake (U) * 3395 * 15 32 49.6 3.90 
Geneva sie ha}? 7,646 48.8 36.6 46.3 3.16 
Hillside ee ow Tei 6 2692 7 43-0 Ok 3287 
Hoffman Estates * 8,296 * DO .0 “9.3 4.43 
Libertyville I 42) 8,560 Whee 39.0 48.2 SOU 
Thornton Wey Jeo ila be wes, 42.6 SQ 2 3.74 
Warrenville (U) Tog L eke G colons? 42.6 48.9 3.68 
Woodstock ipeakeys 8,897 ZS oi) hs es 46.9 SEES 
Worth Lead2 8.196) "456-5 44.4 49.8 3°37 


* Redefined in 1950 to exclude Indiana area (see Ghicago-N.W. Indiana). 
** 1950 data not available. 
(U) Unincorporated. 


Some of this information is shown graphically on the cover of this report. 


From these comparisons, Wheeling grew 34 times as fast as the metropolitan area 
in total but only 7 times as fast as all urbanized areas in the State, where 
located in the "urban fringe", (basically suburban communities), and only 6 


times as fast as Wheeling Township. 
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No percentage figures are available for communities not in existence in 1950, 
such as Hometown, Hoffman Estates, and the unincorporated Gages Lake. Of 

those suburban communities in existence in 1950, the differential of percentage 
growth rates is not as impressive, although Wheeling in every instance had a 
greater percentage of growth. Hometown, Hoffman Estates and Worth had a greater 


increase in number of people. 


In percentage, Wheeling grew 1.2 times as fast as Worth and over 23 times as 
fast as Woodstock, a community a considerable distance from the population 


center of the metropolitan area. 


Wheeling Township, with a 109 per cent growth in the decade from 1950 to 1960, 
grew 20 per cent faster than other similar areas in the State. The total 


township growth is shown in Table 3-6 by municipalities and unincorporated areas. 


TABLE 3-6 

WHEELING TOWNSHIP 

GROWTH BY INCORPORATED AREA AND 
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION 


pA Kes eu yoke 
Total Total Increase 
1940 1950 1960 1950 1960 1950-60 
Total Township 16 ,187 Zi gO36 58,910 100.0 100.0 109.0 
Arlington Heights* Slee: Sa737 PT ALS SIPS SLs 47.0 PNG Bia: 
Buffalo Grove NA NA 1,492 25:0 - 
Des Plaines* - - 31 - - - 
Mt.- Prospect* 284 1,206 #5029 4.3 12-9 Do250 
WHEELING 550 916 Ligho? 333 L2y2 682.6 
Unincorporated Area oF 25 1657789 14,987 60.7 2524 -107.0 


*Includes only these portions in Wheeling Township. 


It can be readily assumed that the loss of population in the unincorporated areas 
resulted from a new incorporation--Buffalo Grove--and annexations by the other 
communities. However, the net effect of the population changes was almost a 

100 per cent increase in total population. Arlington Heights experienced the 
greatest increase in proportion of the total township population with an increase 
of 15.3 per cent of the total as opposed to Wheeling's 8.9 per cent, the second 


largest in the township. 
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The growth of Wheeling, therefore, seems to reflect the growth of the entire 
area and has very little to do with the attractiveness of Wheeling for residen- 


tial development. 


Wheeling, although growing over three times as fast as Arlington Heights in the 
township, increased only about .1/3 in total number of people, and grew by 
approximately the same number of people as that portion of Mt. Prospect in the 
township. Therefore, it is assumed that: 
(1) Wheeling's growth during the 1950's was a direct result 
of the surge of population to the suburbs. 


(2) Wheeling's future growth will continue to be related to 
the continued surged of population to the suburbs. 


(3) The desire for new residential development will continue 
to be in areas served by municipal services, especially 
utilities. 


(4) Competitive community standards will determine to some 
extent that portion of the unincorporated area that will 
develop in Wheeling as opposed to other incorporated areas. 


Migration accounts for 69.5 per cent of Wheeling's growth. For the period 1957- 
1962, Wheeling's growth was comprised of people moving into the area (in-migration) 


of 69.5 per cent and of natural increases (births exceeding deaths) of 30.5 per 


cent. 

at Or 
Population, 1957 5,417 Total 

Births 1,434 

Deaths 149 
Net Natural Increase 9285 30:25 
In-migration a, 25 69%.) 
Population, 1962 D262 7 100.0 


Birth and death data prior to 1957 is not available for Wheeling. However, 
since 1957, the annual natural increase has varied from approximately 21 per 
cent to 52 per cent, averaging 30.5 per cent for the five-year period. This 
is almost 3 per cent higher than the ten-year average for the white population 


in Cook County outside of Chicago (27.6 per cent). 


Although the Wheeling relationship is similar to metropolitan suburban areas, 


the entire metropolitan area shows an opposite growth--27 per cent from in- 
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migration and 73 per cent by natural increases. The effect which seems evident 
is that large numbers of children are born in the larger cities and are then 


transported, as young children, to the suburban areas. 


No extreme changes are contemplated for the immediate future in origins of 
Wheeling's growth. As the Village uses up its land area and residential build- 
ing lots become less available, the ratio of in-migration to natural increases 
will tend to equalize... The present ratio will continue as long as: 
(1) Wheeling has space to provide housing for the population 
moving to the suburbs. 
(2) A large number of women in the child-bearing years remain. 


(3) The area continues to attract a high percentage 
(estimated 40 per cent) of Catholic families. 


Population Characteristics of Wheeling's Planning Area 


Characteristics of Wheeling's planning area population are shown in Figure 3-7, 
"1960 Population Profile by Census District". This profile tabulates princi- 
pal characteristics of the population by census enumeration districts as 
established by the U. S. Bureau of Census. The profile shows at a glance the 
variations between the several segments of the planning area. For instance, the 
household size of the "old" Wheeling area is 3.55 persons, while in Dunhurst 
Heights (east of Elmhurst Road) the household size is 4.3 and 4.5 west of 
Elmhurst Road. 


Wheeling has 4.12 people per household.* Wheeling has a high (4.12) number of 
people per household among comparable areas throughout the State. In all of 


the comparison figures indicated, only Hoffman Estates (4.43), Buffalo Grove 


(4.40) and Chicago Ridge (4.28) had greater per household populations. 


Wheeling also exceeded the average for all urbanized areas by .7 person and 
Wheeling Township as a whole by .2 person. The variation from the average 
Chicago Metropolitan Area household size was .92 person, which reflects the 


low household size in Chicago of 3.01. 


*For comparisons, see Table 3-4, column 5 and Table 3-5, column 6. 
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THE PREPARATION OF THIS MAP WAS 
FINANCED IN PART THROUGH AN URBAN 
PLANNING GRANT FROM THE HOUSING 
AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY, UNDER 
THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 701 OF 
THE HOUSING ACT OF 1954 AS AMENDED. 
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Population trends indicate that the Village cannot be optimistic in expecting 

a substantial reduction in the number of children per household. In all likeli- 
hood, the household size in Wheeling will remain at or above 4 persons because 
of the tendency for relatively older couples (ages 34-39) to migrate to the 


suburbs, having started their families and established some job security. 


Males slightly outnumber females in Wheeling. Wheeling's total population is 


comprised of 50.3 per cent males and 49.7 per cent females. The almost even 
distribution represents the man-wife-children family relationship prevalent in 
Wheeling coupled with a slightly greater ratio of male (1.06) to female (1.00) 


children being born. 


The following table illustrates the decreasing proportion of males in the total 
population due to a more heterogeneous population, the presence of single people 


in a community, and the longer life span of women. 


Male per cent of population: 


Village of Wheeling 50.3 
School District No. 21 i) RS) 
Wheeling Township 49.8 
Cook County 48.8 
State of Illinois 49.1 


Females outnumber males in Wheeling only in age groups 15-29 and over 60; they 


equal males in the 55-59 age group. 


There should be little change in the future in the ratio of males to females. 
However, if retirement housing becomes available in Wheeling, the number of 
females can be expected to increase to a level approaching the Cook County ratio 
of 51.2 per cent. This trend can already be found in Wheeling Township where, 


of approximately 70 older people in an institution, 80 per cent are female. 


Wheeling's population is 79 per cent children or young adults. The distribution 


of Wheeling's population into five-year age groups is shown in Figure 3-8 by per- 
centages,and by number of persons in Figure 3-9. Figure 3-8 shows the predom- 
inance of young (25-34) adults--probably married couples--within the Village 

and a similar characteristic for the school district area. Similarly, the sub- 
urban characteristic of young families with children predominates in the Chicago 


Metropolitan area with a higher percentage of children. The dip in the 20-29 age 
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bracket reflects the low birth rates of the depression years 1930-1939. 


Figure 3-9 forecasts the continued problems in providing services for a con- 
tinuing young population in both the Village and School District No. 21. 
Readily apparent is the fact that as of the 1960 Census there were more persons 


under 5 years than 35 years and older. 


Again, the immediate future does not forecast a change in the basic factor 
that suburbs, with the larger homes, more bedrooms, and more space, attract 


younger families having more children. 


If the planning area is not completely developed in twenty years, when the 
present children form families and start having children, population pressures 
at that time will complete the development and may even replace present famil- 
ies in existing homes, initiating the cycle over again. The trend to a con- 
tinued larger number of children per family is further illustrated by the 
fertility ratio, i.e., number of children under 5 per 1,000 females in the 
child-bearing ages. Wheeling's fertility ratio is almost twice as high as 


any of the major comparison areas, as shown by the following: 


Fertility Ratio 


Village of Wheeling ease) 
Chicago Metropolitan Area 481 
Urban fringe (outside central cities) 519 
State of Illinois 483 
Places of 2,500-10,000 population 492 


Wheeling's 'non-white'’ population is only ashe 1 per cent. The 1960 Census 


figures listed only 15 persons as non-white, 4 of whom were negroes, and 11 
were from other classifications. Percentage comparisons of the white population 


are as follows: 


Village of Wheeling 2950 
Wheeling Township 9926 
Chicago Metropolitan Area (incl.Chgo) Ba02 
Urban fringe (outside central cities) 94.9 
State of Illinois 89.4 
Places of 2,500-10,000 population OSs 


During the 1950's, some 14,000 negroes moved into suburban Cook County, of whom 


approximately 3,000 settled in small towns (under 10,000 pop.) and rural areas. 
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Although this is an interesting factor and one which may have social conse- 

quences, planning for Wheeling will recognize the needs of all the people living 
in the area. In anticipating these needs, minimum standards will be established 
to maintain the area at its present level of physical efficiency and attractive- 


ness or to improve it. 


Over 85 per cent of Wheeling's residents over 14 are married. The marital status 


of Wheeling's population over 14 years old is as follows: 


Marital Status Male Female 
Total (over 14 years old) 1,929 1,957 
Single 225 181 
Married 1,661 1,661 

Separated 13 20 
Widowed 31 89 
Divorced 14 26 


The large number of widowed females confirms the indication of a longer life 
span for women. The relative number of married persons to the total population 
is illustrated in the following comparison: 


Per cent of Total Population 
over 14 and Married 


Male Female 
Village of Wheeling 86.1 84.8 
Chicago Metropolitan Area 68.3 64.7 
Urban fringe (outside central cities) 73.2 69.9 
State of Illinois 69.2 65.6 
All places w/2,500-10,000 pop. Y Gees 66.2 


The high percentage of married persons indicates a relative stability of the 
community because of the predominance of '"man-wife-children" households; there 
are few unattached individuals except in the "widow" category, representing the 


older age groups. 


Ethnic groups insignificant in number. Of Wheeling's total 1960 population 
(7,169), only 246 were classified as not native to the United States. Wheeling's 


96.6 per cent "native" population compares to all other urban areas of Illinois's 
92 per cent and to other urban fringe areas outside larger central. cities of 


19.7 per cent . 
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Wheeling's population is well-educated. A high percentage of high school 


graduates are contained in Wheeling's population age group between 5 and 25. 
The actual breakdown is as follows, compared to communities in the urban 


fringe outside of central cities: 


Wheeling Urban Fringe 

School years completed No. vA to 

None 9 Lyi), 295 
Less than 8 years 2 mime de, 12.0 

8 years 499 1a Lie 

1 to 3 years high school Tivaak Diese c a eae 
High school 1276 39% 25 PAN IST) 

1 to 3 years college 300 9423 L120 

4 or more years college 254 7.81 TY30 


The median number of school years completed by Wheeling's population is 12.2%. 


As Wheeling matures, the existing population can be expected to approach more 
closely the number of school years completed for the urban fringe in the below- 
high school categories. This generally will represent the aging of the existing 
population and its simultaneous movement through the grades. It is also antici- 
paged as the housing market in Wheeling reflects the acquisition cost of homes 
that the increased salaries necessary to qualify for home purchases will also 
indicate a higher educational level, substantiating the higher income levels. 
Offsetting this trend to a more average distribution will be the continued in- 
migration of young families with small children continuing the present distri- 


bution of population in the 5 to 25 year group by school years completed. 


Median Family Income for 1959 was $7,390. Wheeling's median family income is 


compared with similar communities in Table 3-3, column 4, and with surrounding 
communities in Table 3-4, columns 1-3. Since one of the factors in selecting 
"comparison communities" was family income, no significance is attached to 

income comparisons in Table 3-3. However, the surrounding communities, Table 3-4, 
show a substantial variation in income, especially in the percentage of families 
having incomes over $10,000 annually, at the same time showing comparable per- 


centages of families in the "under $3,000" annual bracket. 


*For comparison, see Table 3-3, column 2. 
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A review of the breakdown of income for 1959 shows that the major income group 
was the $5,000-9,000 range. Over 65 per cent of Wheeling's family Bente 
were in these brackets, whereas in the urban areas generally only 42 to 46 per 
cent of household incomes were in this range. 


TABLE 3-10 
INCOME BY CATEGORY FOR WHEELING AND URBAN AREAS 


Urban Areas Urban Fringe 
Whee ling Statewide (outside central 
Income (1959) No. ih yp cities) % 
All Families Lar iY 
Under $1,000 ils) POW 340 2.03 
t-1 5999 8 46 Lee ZZ 
2-2/7999 Al 2.39 530 Spy Ws 
3-3 ,999 39 22) 693 4 02 
4-4,999 76 4.43 37 6.37 
5= 999 204 EVeos 1129 10 254 
6-6,999 Blows Ce, hb y 11.98 
247,999 278 16.19 LO. Be, 
8-8 ,999 259 14.97 9.0 10.28 
9-9 ,999 165 po ee BLE 6.9 8.05 
10,000 and over 267 SD west PAS brass: 
Median Income 372390 905930 275,010 


Note: See Table 3-3, column 4 and Table 3-4, column 1 to 3. 
Source: UU. S:. Census, 1960. 
The large number of people with similar incomes plus other similarities, such 


as age, families, schooling, emphasize the homogeneity of Wheeling's population. 


The increased size and cost of homes currently being constructed gives credence 
to an estimated upward trend in income levels in Wheeling because of the higher 


incomes necessary to finance the more expensive houses. 


Wheeling has 1 per cent unemployment. With a higher percentage of people 14 


years and older working, Wheeling has a lower percentage unemployed than other 


urban areas in Illinois. 
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TABLE 3-11 

EMPLOYED AND UNEMPLOYED 

BY SEX, TOTAL AND PERCENTAGE 
FOR WHEELING, OTHER URBAN AREAS 


eS EE ee ee ee th era: ae eae 


Urban Areas Urban Fringe 
Wheeling State (outside central 
No. to ib citiés) 7 
Males 14 years and over 1,934 - - - 
In labor force Lofoe 93.0 80.4 54.6 
Unemployed 14 of 4.3 Zee 
Females 14 years and over E952 - - . . 
In labor force 590 60.2 38.4 Za 
Unemployed za | eee] 4.9 LZ 
Total, 14 years and over 3,886 - - - 
In-labor, force 2,388 6125 30.60 57.9 
Unemployed 41 1.0 4.5 ay, 


While Wheeling's employment picture is better than the State's, its female 
unemployment has a slightly higher rate than other similar urban fringe areas. 
No basic change is anticipated in the employment picture. A large portion of 
the total population will continue to be employed, with a second and even a 


third person in a household working to supplement income. 


Major Occupational Characteristics 


Table 3-12 illustrates the predominant occupation by 1960 Census classification 
of Wheeling's labor force as well as the general pattern of occupation in all 


other urban fringe areas. 


Employment by occupational groups is massed between Craftsmen and Foremen (23.40%) 
and Operatives and Kindred Workers (18.13%). Both of these classifications include 
jobs and occupations that are "blue collar"’ in nature. The large number employed 


in these two groups exceeds the number in the urban fringe by over 32 per cent. 


Lesser numbers of Wheeling's labor force are in the Professional, Technical Mana- 
gers, Officers, and Proprietors classifications as a result of this massing in 


"blue collar” classifications. 
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TABLE 3-12 
LABOR FORCE OCCUPATIONS, BY SEX 
WHEELING AND URBAN FRINGE AREAS 


Wheeling Urban Fringe 

Occupation Male Female Total tb 
TOTAL ERO DO sn 2,035 

Professional, Technical 2u2 66 278 11.90 13593 
Farmers and Farm Managers 12 - 12 eth pie 
Managers, Officers, Proprietors 142 8 150 6.43 10.44 
Clerical and Kindred Workers | ees 224 336 14.40 Lier RP ae 
Sales Workers 166 39 205 eee fee) 8.68 
Craftsmen, Foremen, etc. 530 16 546 23.340 16:14 
Operatives and Kindred Workers Bo? 84 423 Uns eg Ge 16.70 
Private Household Workers - 21 yal 590 te ae | 
Service Workers 92 vy 171 Pade 6.76 
Farm Laborers and Foremen 4 - 4 23 as) 
Laborers, except Farm and Mine 63 - 63 22/0 3.05 
Occupations not reported 98 26 124 ya 4.63 


The Manufacturing, Wholesale and Retail trade industry is the principal source 
of employment for Wheeling's labor force (47 per cent). 


Principal variations from the urban fringe industrial employment percentages 
reflect the similarities of the occupations of Wheeling's labor force. Those 
industries having a greater percentage of people working in them are primarily: 
construction, durable goods manufacture, and wholesale and retail trade. Smaller 
percentages of people are employed in the non-durable goods manufacturing and 


professional categories. 


The distribution of Wheeling's labor force in the 1960 Census industrial classi- 
fications, compared to the distribution of the labor force generally in the 


urban fringe areas is indicated in the following table: 
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TABLE 3-13 
EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
WHEELING AND URBAN FRINGE 


Wheeling Urban Fringe 

Industry No. % to 
Total Employed Zyooo 

Agriculture, Forest, Fisheries 23 799 120 
Mining 4 oL7 ne 
Construction IWS 7.50 53 
Durable Goods Manufacture 624 26.75 Ba} 
Non-durable Goods Manufacture 186 eT ABS 
Transportation, Communication- 

Public Utilities 178 racye, 8.40 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 473 20.27 18.30 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 109 4.67 4.94 
Business and Repair Service 84 3.60 2405 
Personal Services 74 3:17 3960 
Entertainment, Recreation 38 1,63 81 
Professional and related 169 7 «2th 1 a 
Public Administration 76 3420 3.4/7 
Not reported 120 5.14 S077 


Note: Wheeling's non-worker-to-worker ratio = 2.00. 


Wheeling's Future Population 


Many studies and estimates have been made as to the population growth, age com- 
position, labor force, and school attendance on the Chicago metropolitan area 
basis, and even for the State and nation. The application of similar data, trends. 
and forecasting methods to Wheeling is virtually useless because of the isolated 
specific characteristics and attraction of the Wheeling area and the extreme mobil- 


ity of the white population in the entire metropolitan area. 


Metropolitan trends indicate doubling of the metropolitan population in the next 
several decades. Much of this will be through migration to the area but an in- 


creasing proportion will be through births resulting from new family formations. 


The only limits presently visible to Wheeling's growth, assuming that the level 
of economic productivity in the metropolitan area continues, are the physical 


limitations of land or space. 
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The period of time or the numeral rate of growth will be controlled to some 
degree locally by Village government actions; i.e., annexation, more stringent 
zoning requirements, zoning changes, subdivision development requirements, etc. 
Also playing a part in the time sequence of filling Wheeling with people is the 
cost of land for development which will delay the eventual saturation of the 


land with people. 


Wheeling's potential saturated Population is over 114,000. To develop the mag- 


nitude of the potential population of Wheeling, a determination of the total 
building sites which would be available in the area was undertaken. This deter- 


mination considered the following factors: 


1. Existing zoning and applicable density regulations. 
2. Existing subdivisions of record, or proposed subdivisions. 


3. Subdivision development would remove approximately 20 per 
cent of the gross land area for public uses other than 
schools or parks. 


4, Elementary schools would be required at a rate of 1 for 
each 700 families; junior high schools at the rate of 
1 for each 5,000 families; and 2 high schools. 


5. An estimated 1,100 acres of park land would be required 
to meet the anticipated l-acre-per-100-persons standard. 


6. Included in the park lands were virtually all flood plain 
areas in presently residentially zoned areas. 


Based on these premises, the potential populations could be anticipated as follows: 


TABLE 3-14 
SATURATED POPULATION FOR PLANNING AREA AND COMPONENT PARTS 
Assumed Family Size Existing Family Size 
4 people 4.12 people 
W/Proposed W/Proposed 
As Zoned Indus.Zone As Zoned Indus.Zone 
Village (existing corporate limits) 17 5200 17 , 200 17 ,500 17 ,500 
Park District 16 ,900 16,900 Pi e00 16 ,900 
School District #21 108 ,400 99 ,400 111,000 102,000 


Planning Area 123,000 114,000 126,000 117,000 
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These saturated figures, as they apply to the unincorporated portion of the plan- 
ning area, may be increased substantially with modifications of the existing 
county zoning (from one-half acre lots to smaller lot area requirements). Also, 
regardless of the municipal boundaries and the eventual designation of the popu- 
lation to a specific community, the degree of intensity of Wheeling's future 
problems are indicated by the total potential population growth in the area cur- 
rently covered by the Village's planning. The timing of the population growth 
will be a factor in the rapidity with which the Village, Park District and School 
Board will have to meet their respective problems. As other features of the plan 
take shape, some idea of the influx of people and the time intervals involved 


will be estimated. 


Future Population characteristics will be similar to the present. No radical 
change is anticipated in the population characteristics of Wheeling's future 


population. It is anticipated that the basic migration will be by families 
(man-wife-children) wherein husband and wife are white, in their late 20's or 

30's and have a number of children. This migration plus the aging of the present 
population will tend to maintain the present percentage age distribution with pre- 
dominantly young children and young families, slightly leveling out the age dis- 


tribution curve. 
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1. U.S. Census of Population, 1960. 


2. Population Trends and Prospect for the Chicago-Northwestern 


Indiana Consolidated Metropolitan Area: 1960-1990, by 
D. J. Bogue, D. P. Dandekar, Population Research and Training 


Center, University of Chicago, Illinois. 


3. . Suburban Fact Book, 1950-1960, Northeastern Illinois Metropolitan 
Area Planning Commission, Chicago, Illinois. 


4. Social Geography of Metropolitan Chicago, Northeastern Illinois 


Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, Chicago, Illinois. 
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